THE. SOCIALIST PARTY. of GREAT BRITAIN 


Report of the Proceedings of the 66th Annual Conference 
held at: 


| Conway Hall, Red Lion Square, W.C, 1, om Friday, Saturday and 
| Sunday, 27th, 28th and 29th Merch, 1970, 


| Attendances at Conference Delegates. Branches: 

present represented 

| Friday M i 2 iz 

; & orning eve eee ; 

Afternoon (Hackney not represented) 34 15 
Saturday +. eeu 28 16 
Sunday (at 3 p.m.) W. London not represented 30 15 


Financial Statement 


| Collections: Friday £17. 1. 2 

Saturday Jee G 

| Sunday 11.17. O 

Friday evening meetings A: he Me 

Lit, Sales: Conference general ye | 

| Friday evening meeting * if 
Saturday Social 2 


Expenditure: Hall hire 
Fares 
Caretaker 


rade. 3,Guy was el ected as Chairman and Commade MH, Young as Vice Chairman, 


2 aoe 


tee = 


Standing Orders Committee actal as Tellers, Proceefings commenced at 11,40 a.m, 


x re procéeding with the Agenda Cde,/Rilliips, Gen Secretary, arnounced that it 
his pléasart duty to welcome to thé Conference Comrade Kura, @ delegate from our 
com aythi in Vienna, who took a place on the platform, 


CEM FOR DISCUSSIN 


Westminster "Procedure for nominating B,C, sub~Sormittess” 

Cie, Goodman, XK better procedure should be found for nomimting eub-Cammittees, 
This year her Branch nominated 43 merbére of Whom only 9 weré new nominees, Our 
prevent method was cumbersome, involving a considerable amount of corpesponience fbr 
Branch secretaries, It would be a better idea if in the case of members who are 


prepared to stayvi afain the E,C, could take them as read, Gen, Secretary, At the 
moment we aré governed by Party rule which says that “all tmmes shall be called for™, 
An invitation, however, is sent to all sub-—Commaittees asking them if they are willing 
to stond again, and this year, inthe case of the Scrutiny of Forms “A” Committes, 

t ~wlicated they were willing to stand aain and were re-appointed, 


ITEM FOR DISCUSSION 


Harincey “hy the Party's naiie should be changed to 'The World Socialist 
Party of Great Britain”, 


Cde,Piick, Haringsy, The basic reason for this change of name is that it mikes it 
Quite clear that we are not just a national Party concerned only with natioml 
politics but With the establishment of a new world society, The disadvantages, e.g. 
the reputation of the Party as the S.P,C,5, built up over 60 years and the danger that 
if we dropped our presént name it might be taken up by someone else, would be cute 
weighed by the additional stress laid on the fact that our object is the establish- 
ment of a new world ‘socicty, y : 

Delegates were not in favour of this chang6 of nane for various reasons = The 
World Sotialist Party of Great Britain is a contradiction in terms, sotialism in any 
case means a world-wide system of society, that it is impossible in 4 name, anyway, 
to prevent confusion with other political Partics, that we are not yet a world-Wide 
Party at all: we are a Party here in Great Britain, we shonld have difficulty in ~ 
sellifig our pamphlets, afd that when a political Party changes its name it is often 
@ sign that they are going dowm hill, 


ITEM FOR DISCUSSICN 
Manch est er "Ro-organisation of Party Administration" 


Cde, Atkinson, Manchester, ~ We are not Critical of the existing administration but 
would like delegates to. “oonsider” ‘cortain improvements which could be discussed mote 
full¥ at the next Delegate Meeting or Conference, Party organisation at the moment 
is only goaredto cope with approximately 700 members and will be inadequate to deal 
with & larger number as the Party grows, The formation of the B,C, is centred in 
[indon, Provincial and Certral Branch members, when filling in ballot forms, do mot 
know whom they are voting for, We shotild cOnsidér area representation, The BC, 
might meet once a fortnight at certain points in differet areas, Also the Party 
at the monént has too many committees ~ four Committees, Propaganda, Publicity, 
Publication# and Finance, Shotild be sufficient, They should be larger ahd carry out 
the functions of thé preseitt numerociis amall committees, We should examine the 
possibility of having a Central Branch Secretary at Head Office and area Cant 
Branch committces”’ to deil with the members in 4 particular area, There eed 
area committee in the north west capablé of vetting leafléts which need to 1 
quickly, There should also be sufficient E,C, Reports sent to Branch seer tar 
for individual members, Mid, Herts, supported this last suggestion, indi ating 
their willingness to bear any extra cost, ye . 
Cde, Phillips, Gén,Secretary, ‘é are fully avare of tre present ir 
Party administration but wo. we are hoping to make sofie improvements In Qasr cn 
Regarding individufil eopics of E,C, Reports, Branch&s should think of tho « 
cost to the Party and the added work ani cost to Branehi Secretaries, ¢ 
Wéstmirstor, “ It 1s the duty of members belongingt® Bramieto attend those | 
and the reading of E,C, Reports takes very little time, Gide, Paldwin Fk. % 


ame P 2 


Regarding the publication of Party literature at loeal level, there ws a need for 
Party @ontrol even though this might mean a time lag, If st®tements were published 
by Branthes which had the name of the Party at the top and underneath the nane of 
the Brtinch, the Branch to pay the cost, this might be a way out, Conference should 
look into the implications of Rule 17, Cdé,My, Westminster, Certain ricer 
would arise if the B,C, attempted to moet in different places in the Provinces = 
finding a place to stay, coping with the papers and recofis that would have to 

with them, I Sympathise with members in the Provinces and we should make an 6 

to seé what can be done to give thom a better knowledge of peonle they might want to r 


put on the,C, ‘The B,C, should set up area committees for vetting material for a 
publication, y 


Floor Resolution: May & J,Weidberg (Westminster): 


"This Conference recommends the B,C, to torfider the sétting up of Area 
Committees to vet material for ptiblitation and that Branches be asked to 
submit their views and suggestions on the working of such Committees", 


ae) ah Y 


Anonuent: Leslie (Edinburgh) Simkin (S,W,London): 
"In place of tArea Committees’ insert "Branch Committees be set up’™. 


coy siderable disciission took place régarding the advisability of allowing 
Branches to be responsible for their own publicatiots:” several delésates being of 
the view that vetting by the E,C, was superfluotis in an organisation where all are 
socialists, Other delegates thought that vetting by the E,C, of all Party litera- 
tur ‘3 € well-founded and democratic procedure whith has not led to any seriotis ~ 
dela.s in the past, The publication of a leaflet on topical strikes, ete, is not 
always @ simple matter, the exact facts as to the issues &t stake not being ava ys 
available, Considerable experience is required which Branches, particularly new 
ones, do not always have, Cde, May, j# There shoiild be two Area Committees - one 
dealing with Hiinburgh and Glasgow and one for Manchester and Liverpool, “with _—" 
possibly two tiembers from Edinburgh ani two from Glasgow, vho would be in @ position 
to meet within 24 hours to vet material for publiGation so that in the arent - a 
strike something could be @mt out quickly, But in most cases where thers are 
industrial disputes the Party has invariably steered clear of putting out a sta to~ 
ment largely because we do not always have all the information and as a political 
organisation we do not necessarily tie ourselves up with any perthanien ips de Un 
dispute, Nevertheless we camot cOrtinue to have every piece of literature canin 
to the E,U, for guidance avi vetting, ‘The time is coming when we shall have to — 


more autonomy, 
intinet oo 
Resolution Carried Bs: 


- 


- 


Floor Resolution Atkinson (Manchest er) Aspinall ae 
” Br: 

"This Conference recommends the E,C, to arrange for 

to receive copies of E,C, Reports, Conference iediaen onloe 
literature for distribution to Branch members", ne 


“There was little further discussion here, tho matter b wing 8 
on, The points made for this procedure wére that Mint 
tothe B ranch, they take up a lot of Branch time which 
general disGussion, On the other hand, it was thought + 
regularly and not allowed to acduenit ve! they do not 
very considerably to the Work of Branch secretaries, f 
Also thit members receiving copies by post tend mot 48 « 
not even bother to fead them, ~ In reply to a questi 
be read to the B ranch acéonling to Branch Standing Ox 
replied "Yes: they come under the Item "Reporter s28 a 


FINANCE FO. 2 
_ Ge, lawrénce, Camien,” It would inptad 2 

were increased only 50 fer cent, of members paid a si 

for money, H ow do Branches measure up bn ined 2 Lab: 

tah SD 
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should look into this, (Gde,R,Guy, Auditor,” It appears that Brarches do not 
purchase the due stamps they should according’ to their Branch membership, Members 
are allowed to fall into arrears, but to go into these figures more elosely would 
be a fantastic task, Cde, K Knight, Mid, Herts, “We should look at our accounts 
more closely ari try to make more accurate statements as to what we are likely to 
spend in the future, 

The Gen, Secretary read the following fraternal greetings from our Companion 
Parties;= 

World Socialist Party of Ireland 

World Society of the United States, Boston, 

Socialist Party of New Zealand ; 

socialist Party of NeW Zealami, Vellington 

Comrade R, Frank, Vienna, Austria, 


Delegates agreed that the Gen,Secretary should send our fraternal greetings in 
reply to all these canrades, 


' Gomrads Kure hers addressed the delegates, giving a few détails of their Party 
an? Uf onditions in Mistria: I am very @lad to meet So many socialists and to 
lee :! that we dre making a treak-through ih the elections, It is a great thing to 
be r-:rbioned in the Press and on Television, In Aust¥ia we would be very happy to 
havo Such success, Our Party does not havé such @ long tradition as yoiirs and Gn- 
ditions are very different, We have had one fascist government after another and 
peor.é here are afraid of being mi¥ed up in politics, ‘For many years we had to be 
cor.tont with a duplicated paper, and e’ Ven now we can only publish our printed paper 
four times a year because there is a 16t of work to be done ari miny Of our members 
ars inactivé, “Our greatest achievenént over thé years was getting in touch with 
Comrade Frank and now Wé know we ars not alone in our struggle for socialism, We 
have 40 members in Vietina of whom only 12 to 15 are active members, We have very 
few members in the countryside, Réligion is a greater factor appainst our propaganda 
in the countryside than in the towns, 


ITEM FOR DISCUSSION 


Manch ester_ "The E,C'ts hamiling of E,C, Recommendations" 
Cde,Crump, Mafichester, ~ A resolution was carried @-4 at Annual Conference 1969 = 


"This Conference calls on the E,C, to set up a Committee to report to the 1969 
Delegate Meeting with details of eosts and probable advantages of anploying a 
membér full-time at Head Office”, The F.C, sonsider we cannot afford this at the 
moment But apart from that they appear to have shelV¥Ved the matter, ‘The reconmm- 
endation of this resolution should be earried out and a conmittee should be set up, 


Comrade Curtis, part time 1,0, Assistant, gave full details of the very con- 
siderable amount of work which he carries out at Head Office, 

“ The Gen, Secretary explained that the B,C, had considered the refolution of 
Conference t6 set up & Committee and had sent out a call to all Branches Via EC, 
Reports for nominations = to reply within one month, No Branch replied in that time, 
However, Marchester Branch did reply on the 25th August 1969 ani three names were 
suggested by 2th September: and this late date made it iiipossible to report to the” 
Delegate Meeting, This is still an open matter which can go forward for discussion, 


ITEM FOR DISCUSSION 
Westminst er “Ihe organisational status of Party Groups" 


Cie, K,Knight, Mid,Herts, asked whyBrighton Gréup had”not yet become a #yanch ; 

taking their full responsibility in Party organisation, Qomrads Holford, Brigtiton, 
replied for the Group that they did not have sufficient members who could attend a 
Branch regularly, Most of thelr meanbers, though very active, were verf scattered, 
The Gen, Secretary drew delegates! atttmtion to B,C. Report of 27th Jamary 1970 
which gave Branches full information on this mtter, 


: 


RESOLUTION | Pe 

Camden "No donation to the Party, whether in cash or kind, should bo 
accepted for any specific purpose unless such purposes have’already — :: 
béen Sgresd to by the Party or are eventually agreed to: in every A 
instance under Party control", me 


; 
Amendments; Haringey, Manchester , Ealing: “Delete ‘or are eventually << tore 
Mid Herts. 


Cde,Devereux, Camden, The words ‘under Party control' were put in to @nsure that 
any gifts of money madeover to the Party should bé under tie direct @nitrol of the 
Farty and not of some individual, even if this means refusing donations with Strings 
attached: 96,¢, with this resolution the Party could 1) refuse motiey if strings wre 
attached (2) accept it because it is in line with Party activity and (3) it givés the — 
Party an opportunity to modify any existing ruling in the light of the @nd tions 

which come up at the time of the gift in question, We want to exclude an y individual 
saying "I will @ivé you this money If you will d6 what I want", ‘This is norfially 

what does happen in the Party but in view of things which have happened recently the 
Party's attitude should be properly recoried so there would be no question of the 

matter being debated all over again, Cde,DtArcy, E,C,member,(for the Tesalution), ~ 

While we wart Conference to tell the E,C, that we eannot accept certain proposals in 

cash or kind unless the Party has agreed to them, if money was donated, say for the 
installation of central heating at Head Office or some badly needéd new furniture, 
the E,C, should be able to discuss whether there was some merit in these proposals, 
Edinburgh, ach gift should be judged on its merits - favoured the Amendment, 
Wéstminster, supported the resolution, Haringey, The resolution does not go far 
enough, 


Anendre nt Lost 16 = 28 
Comrais Goodman, Overseas Contacts Seeretary, mentioned that our Jamaican comrades 


have now acquired a Gestetner duplicating machine for which they have been saving up 
for some time, They have also acquired a Post Office Box Number, 


ITEM FOR DI SCUSSIT GN 
Menchest er: ‘The raising of dues” 
Marchester wished the dues to be raised to 2/- - this would be nére in li Sicemapidls the 


work the Party has todo, Members shotild put sufficient money into the kitty to 
carry out the propaganda work that we emnisage, 


ITEM FOR DISCUSSI Gt , a 
248 
Westminster - "Division of dies between Bra nehes ont Head cretee hen 


decimilation becomes operative", 


. ani | a ae 
There was little discussion on this, It was pointed c Lat _ : 
decimilation half could still conveniently go to Head OfTL 08, Lfi:4 
Cdé,K, Knight, Mid,Herts, presented delegates with a roneoed an 
finances for 1962 to 1969 and’ an estimate for 1970. He drew « 
that we have received sonéthing like £12,000 in legacies over ze 
apart from sane improvéments to Head Office there is little tos 
lot of literature piling up at H,O, Cde tor. All our 
required to support the deficit Om the "Socialist ree ae " 
finaticlal year we shall be in financial difficulties ur ¥ 
coming, The "S,S" should be our absolute priority and 
more pamphlets and leaflets they may possibly in the fu 
of the "5,5", Unless our membership grows dramatically, © 
costs ste, if you persist in selling the "S.S" at the ae st po 
existence of the "S,5" will”be doubtful very shortly, ¥ v oO 
the world you live in, Even if you doubled the price te 3 
competitive compared with other literature, T suggest # 


"s,5" could be serialised and inserted momuhly as a Supplement: these eould then be 
tached by the reader to collaté into a pamphlet, and thus we could’’sell at one and 
ne same time the “Socialist Standard" at a more practicable price and cheap, 
tachable pamphlets on topical issues, 


In reply to a question as to what is happening’ retarding the suggestidn at 
st Conference that the Marty should do its’ ow printing at Head Office, ani which 
id not appear to have been pursued, Cde,K,Jmight stated that the other members of 
che Printing Committee had agreed that he should try ani tale the mtter furthér, 
hree questions arise = (1) How are we going to get the money? A specific fund was 
possibility, (2) How mech support will b6 offered by members? (3) Consideration 
y the E,C, of the cost of equipment, Cde,Knight has a friend in this field who has 
promised to advise the Party on thé ‘best buy’ ani to “help train anyone who needs” 


training, He urged Brarshes to send in their views on the matter am the Chairman 
pointed out that the E,C, is now awaiting some further details from Comrade Knight, 


~/¢@ 


Delete penultimate sentence and insért 'The Branch Secretary 
shall notify any member beconiing 13 and 26 weeks in arrears and, 
if after 28 days of the sending of the second notice no 
satisfactory explanation is received the member may be Lapsed 
by the Branch, subject to E,C, ratification, am shall not be 
allowed to join any other Branch whilst these arrears remain”, 

LOST 17 - 26 


"Tnsert before the last sentence *Members of a Branch ceasing 
+8 exist shall be automatically transferred to Central Branch 
unless they request otherwise'", CARRIED 41 - 14 


Fule 3, Westminster, 


Rule 12, Mid,Herts, “Delete final sentenee and insert ‘If the membership of the 
B.C, falls to under twelve a by-election be held within the next 


month to restore a full membership*", 


Amendt, Westminster, “Delete ‘vacancies oecurring....‘ to the end of Rule andsth- 

stitute "Vacaticies on the E,C, shall be filled only by seeking 

further nominations and subsequent ballot, Vacancies occurring 
after lst October shall not be filled'", 


"Delete all after the word ‘Branches’ in line 3, ami insert 
t*Vacancies occurring on the E,C, shall bo filled by a call for 
nominations mda fresh ballot'*, 


Amendt, Camden, 


Both Mid Herts, arnt estminster cdnsidered the present method of nominations to the 
EC, of taking thé next highest on the list of nominées as undemoeratic, At the same 
ime there was a need td avoid continuous by-elections which cost both time and money, 
Cde,Lawréncé, for Camden, stated that they preferred Westriinster's ariendment to 
their own and asked that their amendment should be withdraw if Westmincter's 
amendment was carried, 
Mid Herts, Amendment lost 7 = 37 
Westminster" Carried 27 - 18 


Rule 13. Mid,Herts, "The second sentence of Rule 13 bo amended to read ‘Half 
the membership shall be a quorum'", 


(This arendment fell because the Mid,H erts, amendment to Rule 12 was lost), 


Rule 15, Mid,Herts, “chat td the first sentence of Rule 15 te added 'detatling 
income and experditures for the period under review, ani a 
budgst showing possible sources of income to meet anticipated 


expenditures’, 
lost_14 = 20. 


Iost 9 - 34 


6. ne 


RESON: Lewisham, "That the Party's name call appear in full in all adver- +z 
tising matter in the name of the Party", “ 


Amendt, Haringey, "Insert after ‘Party's name' in line 1, ‘i.e, The Socialist 
Party of Great Britain'", 
Amendt, Manchester, § “Delete "in full’", 
Manchester amendment fell, Haringoy amendment - _ Carried 29. = 18 
RESOLUTI Qt 
Swansea 


"Examination of Party methods of Publicity”, 


Che, Ambridge, Swarsea, We wish to stress the importance of the "Socialist Stands” 
and are not satisfied with the present method of publicity, “We have spent a lot of 
money on publicity both this year md last year, Vhen someone replies you send 4 
specimen copy of the "S,S" and you may or may not get a reply, According to the . 
Publicity Cémmittee they Have received more replies than they havé received 
subscriptions, The present small adverts, are unsatisfactory when you ae adver | 
tising & journal With which people are not familiar, We should have a fairly largs 
statenent according to the cash available and make suré that the advert, BuggeSts more | 
clearly what the Party Stands for, Cde,Doche Advertisements in the 
‘New Statesnin', 'Tribunet ari ‘Guardian’ are a waste of time - we are speaking to . 
peoplé who know "the Party well and are opposed tous, We should be more selective and 
examine Other types of journals, Cde,Garnham, Cent, Lit,Sales Cttee, ~ We have had a 
quotation from a distributing Company thich would circulate the "S,S" in the Central 
london area for £20 a month ard also in other provincial towns for about the san ~ 
amount. In this way we could get the "S,S" in the shops — but the Patty did not want 
tHis, Cde,Leslié, Miinburgh, A larger advert, would be better than small ones 
ani a distribution service would be a good idea, 

®omrade Sawyer, Publicity Coninittesé, We seém to get criticism but few 
alternative ve proposals, The Pa Farty is not in a position td place large adverts, 
regularly, and continuity of alVertising is very important. Some members object to 
‘World Socialism' but there is no other jotirnal which uses this slogan, We no 
longer givé away pamphlets 6xcept ‘Questions of thé Day', of which We have large 
stocks, Enquirers are given one copy of the eurrent S,S" or back numbers ani 
leaflets, We send a follow-up circular on which there is provision for reply or to 
ask for further information, or to apply to join the Party: or they can write that 
they do not wish to hear further, In future only those people who have replied to 
the follow-up letter will be notified to Branches, The Committee would welcome 
suggestions, 


In reply to a question as to whether the Comtiittee _— considered rinses 
board advertising, the answer was 'no', Cde,Mby, Central Organ: 


POL 


dealing with an annual budget of about £400, A full page pe, mn the ae 5S" cyst 
£280, We are looking at adverts, as a substitute for’members' activity — the 

of thé Party, both from the 'members' point of view and the circul a Lo 
does not rest on advertising but on the activity of members, eis ps we 
times drop Sur small adverts, for a period, conserve our funds ¢ 2 
advert, when thé political climate is propitious, The Publicit; 


much better than they are doing at the moment, Do not look at ¢ 
out, 


RESOLY TION 


Haringey "Problems afising from the series of aiverts, i 
signed by LE, Weidberg”. 


Cde, Carter, Haringéy, “This advertising by certain menibe: 
certain problems in connection with our publicity, 6.8. ~ 
control over its oWm publicity, and individuals are acti; 
Party. There is an official advertisement by the Publi ct 
which is rélegated to tte background while a great deal ¢ 

advertising Which has nét been dseussed at the Bra mb ¢ 
going to be dome regarding replies? Cde, Wei tt © 
replies which the Publicity Committee seen to ¢ al 
required detailed ar@ments and took cOnsiderable time, 
Party bring forward enquiries which can be followed w 


Se = 4 x _ ‘: 
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{s also the qiestion of firance, For every idea that 
ur empty treasury has affected the way we have aie 
hit of money can make their own policy. Haringey nel oaths a ent ees 
bers should come into line with the democratic procedure of the Party and if th ey 
» suggestions for improving the Party's propaganda, go to their Brarches and 
iiscuss the matter, part with their cash and let the Party eet on with it, Wo have 
a series of alverts, going into the ,S" without the Party being consulted about it 
and some of the material in them is undesirable, Cde,Hardy, B,C, member, I wold 
ay thay undoubtedly Comrade Veidberg has a flair for publicity but that should Hot 
bscure the fact that he has mete certain statements whith are somavhat objectionable, 
Regarding Biafra, the impression was given that We dre on the side of the Biafrans;: 
he gist of his attack was on the Nicerian Governiiert, This is not the Party's 
position and I object to the S.P,G,B, being put into this position, Three~quarters of 
his first article was Very good publicity but He wert 'on to attack the Labour 
Government as being momumentally inefficient iti running capitalism, But they have 
ions very well, The reader gets the impression that someone dase could run 
capitalism bettér, tut this is not our case; it was typieal "New StatesnBn' pFopa- 
ganda, Regarding unempléymént, he said it existed as a piecé of malevolence on the 
part of the Labour CoVernmert, Sincé when have we been saying this? We say that 
Capitalism produces unemployment. On the basis of these things the EC, was right in 
saying that if these adverts, were going in in the nanié of the Party there Should be 
machinery available for vetting them, Cife,Buick, Haringey, We are not concerned 
about the advert, which’ vent in in the mre of the Party but we are complaining about 
the ones which started in December and were signed 'L.E,Jeidberg', Are we going to 
allow Party meiibers to by-pass the rules of the Party? Conference should get these 
members to identify themselves ard stop doifg it. Cde,K,Knight, Mid,Herts, We 


support Haringey, If the statements mentidned by Comrade Hardy had been made by 


has eome up the dead 


-~* 


objected, The E,C, shduld do something dout the matter, Cde,Ballard, Westminster, 
There are a lot of things that only individuals can do within the Party in terms of 
activity sich as odd létters to the Préss etc, but we may expect as the Farty grows 
and We have more rnichinery and more money that certain of these functions will be 
taken over fro m individuais by committees, etc, Regarding this particular activity, 
large-scale advertisements, this is something whith the Party can deal with now and 
is well organised to doJS If an individual has money, if ie is a member of the Party 
concerned with furthering our case, his money should be in the Farty, “We have a 
Publicity Committee which is capable of dealing with this sort of thing, but w6é 
have not the money, ~Seclalism requires collective activity and we should set an 
example to the working class we are talking to, 


Floor Resolutio Crump, Manchester, Carter, Haringeoy+ 


‘This Conference recommends the E,C, to dissociate the Farty from the 
series of adverts,” over which it has no control inserted in the "New 
Statesman" in the name of a “small group” am signed "L.E,Weidberg”™", 
LOST 13-16 


Cde,Urump, ‘The point is that the Party 18 associated with these adverts, because 
the nane of the "S,S" appears with them and when people reply our literature is” sent 
to them, Thése articles should not show the nane of the Party nor the "5,5", ani 
they should not receive our literature, 


The Gen, Secretary here informed delegates of thé’ resdution passed by the E,C, 
on Srd°February:- "That Comrade L,E,Weiadberg be given perriission to insert the 
reference to the “S,S" in the form outlined in his letter in any future inserts in 
the ‘New Statesman’, subject to review" (Carried 7 - 3), 


Floor Resolution; May,estminster, McClatchie, Camien: 
"That this Conference recommends that in view of the airrent adverts, in 

the "New Statesiian” inserted by a small grout of socialists, the E.C,. review 

cheir resolution dated Sri February, 1970, ard appoint a small committee to 


arrange a meeting with this fgroun ina firal endeavour to bring this matter 
under Party comtrol™, 


Cde Bal Gwin, Delegates should consider carefully what they @re doing in 
dissociating themselves trum what has been done, The Party cannot t6ll the "Hew 
. Statesman’ now that we are not asaPolated 


- Tho Party should hays control, bdut 
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anevast that if you put at the bottom of the articles that it is worth while 
seats ae se would get our literature, Cde,K,Xnight, This resolution 
does not go far enough ~ it should ¢o further ard say that if Cde, Veidberg continues 
to do this he“should be disciplined, Hé is a commade, Cde,R,Guy, Here we have a 
member who can place adverts, of his ow accord, and the F.C, after discussing the 
matter with him says it will watch the situation, Comrade Hardy says 75% of the 
slibject-matter might be all right, but what about the other 2S? This is an 
incredulolis position, I tear for the first time this afterndon that there is 4 
'eroup! involved, Cde,Young, I have misgings about handling the situation in 
this way, I have yet to Hear that Cde,Weidberg refused or rejected any attempt by 
the E,C, to reach agreement on the text of what has been published, Think carefully 
before you start herésy hunting - a haniful of socialists should be able to agree 
what shall be done in the rame of the Party, Cite, May, _ The state has Been reached 
when the E,C, should review the position, We might make one more move in this 
direction, I wouid like to see three members of the E,C, have a meeting, not with 
Comrade Weidberg but with this grotip who are obviously membews and wiio aré behind 
these adverts, and put the position to them bluntly and plainly. Conference should 
tell the E,C, that we are now concerned about the n&itter atid that they should dé 
something dout it, Cde,H, Waver, The E,C, originally and tightly turned dow 
Comrade Weidberg's suggéstién that he Should @lect his own panel, It is undemo- 
cratic for a manber to nofiinate his own vetting committeé, Tle E.C's approval was 
entirely restricted to mention of the "S,S", There is nothing to be done now short 
of turning Comrade Weidberg out except withdraw permission for him to advertise the 


na arn 
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Cde, Sawyer, The Publicity Committee hold the view that these adverts, are 
destructive of their own advertising programme, &mall steady adverts, are better 
than @ big splash, If you are going to by-pass the Publicity Committee you might as 
well do away with”it, Cde, Steele, what would have happened to the Publicity Cttee, 
if they had put in advertisements which contained matter which was opposed to the 
Party's case? They would have been instructed to alter the adverts, when it isa 
private member who i8 not under the control of the Party it seems that we eannot do 
this’ very simple thing bec&use of the money behind it, We are all agreed thiit here 
is an individual putting in adverts, which are opposed to the Patty's case in some ; 
details, If this was done through thé Party we could @o something about it. 
Conference is the supreme organisation of this Party, not the E.C, It may well be ; 
that the E,C's views differ from those of Conference and it appéars that the majority 
of E,C, manbers was quite Clearly with Comrade Weidberg's actions - mich more, , 

T would judge, than the rank and file of the Party, “You should instmct the B.C, to 
do something, not merely reconmeni, Cde,Crump, Mamwhester Branch thought that ~ 
these articles were to be reviewed beforé they appeared but 1t seems that it is only 
after they appear that we make up our minds whether or not they put the Part 4 gia 
position, oe 

Resolutior ost 10 - 17 


ST 


ry 


Floor Resolution R,Guy and G, "ood, Lewi sham: — 


. oon 

That this Conference recamends the B,C, to « sid 

continuing advertisements of Comrade L,E, Weidt re i 
constitute action detrimental to the interests : 


LITERATURE >. 

Resolution; Ma nchest er: "That the price of the "5, 
Addendum; __ Westminster:  “add("5Sp" ): the Increase O- 
Cds Atkinson, We find that we can sell thé "3.8" qu 


is better than having to ask for 94, This increase 
sustained on the "6,5", Cde,Srith, Westminster, The 
June tS allow the S,8,Prodnttion Confiittee time to mak 
Pensiofers’ would have to fitid 15/= instead of 11/64, : 
Age Pensioners should be sent the "S,S" free of dia 


oe 


9, 
Marchester; “That this Conference instructs the EC, 


priority to the proposal to publish Mertov? 
the Socialist Revolution" as a paper back a 


tO give 
8 “The State and 
t a viable price”, 


tion of this work brought olit in the 1930s is the Only available 
and it has beer ad of prigt for 30 yeirs, We wonaider itisa 
ada good reply to“lenin's 'The State and the Revolution’, All 
ded is to obtain permission for the copyright, the Pia gw Cttée, 
vould be of little interest to the working class md that our om pan 

Ore acceptable, All our experience goes amminst this, There is a 
y for any Marxian literature, We do not say that the Party should 

‘The Pafiphlets Cormittee should approach commercial wmpanies like 

who do ndt mind what they publish if it is likely to sell, We could 
the introduction, ~Thé time to publish socialist literatiire is when people are 
re lisillusioned and now is the time fr us to cash in on this, “We suggest — 
that a new edition of ‘Principles ani Policy" would have less impact on Workers than 
Mart we “Cde, Hardy,” Tew Pamphlets Cttee, The Pamjhlets Committée has never been 
Cpposed to this being published, We were considering thé question of the Party 
publishing it as opposed to Penguins, which is a different proposititn, And there 
is the question of priority over other Party pamphlets, As an alternative we might 
io it as a joint 6ffort With the W.S.P, of America,  Cde sVOOR, Birmingham, we might 
tonsider publishing it in the forniof the "Socialist Standard" ~ -Have a Special 
issue_- perhaps two or three colums, together with our own explanatory notes to 
show where we Gisafree etc; The paper-back edition is not a viable one. So many 
publishers are doing this now that ours would be just’ anothe? one, Cde,McClatchio, 
Why is tMartov' chosen instead of Kautsky vwhoseargm ent apninst Lenin is + just as 
destructive’as Martov's and better in many respects, Cde Cée, Buick, Kautsky's book has 
already been publishéd as a commercial proposition by a papér-back company. 


sy ? f 
Cade Holford, Brighton, Mist of our members do“not lmow anything about 'Martov' 
and 7 aie not in a Dosition to vote for or against public&tion, We should leave 


this matter in the a canilan of comrades elected to do this kind of work for the Farty. 


Resolution Lost 13 - 25 
Floor Resolution Cook, Birmingham, R,Critchfield, Ealing. 


"That the E,C, be recdmmended to try to publish ‘Martov's "The State and 
the Socialist Revolution? as a speci ial issue of the 'Starnlarmi’ at an economic 
nterfering with normal "5,5" issues", 


- 


Cde, Cook,, 6 should do this without Interfering with the work of the Panphlets 
Jommittee and we Should be reflistic in economic terms, A paper-back would need to 
have 50,000 copieS: this is not viable, As an "S,S" issue we would have full 
control over the numbers to be printed, 

Manchester ami Lewisham both opposed the resolution which was lost 2-19 
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qestion of the absence of reports from several sub- 
Orn ttees and th 6 Gen, 


retary explained that he thought all sub-—Committees shonida 
report even if there was nothing of special interest to say, “All sub-Comnittdes and 
officials were Gircularised and asked to send their reports in in good time and were 
rep 6a 1 tedly reminded We cannot do more than make urgent appeals, “The responsibility 
s on the Sonmi¥tecs. Heals} asied delegates to remind their Branches that It is 
vitally important Yegarding any item for disciission or resdution for Conference 
to make it cler on the Agenda or by a written statement {with which Head Office 
discuss, 


bee 


uld be Willing to help ) exactly what it is th ey are going to 


Cde Lawrence, Ca bmmen, This is a 1 a sajgpose for the Branches but Yor the E,C,. who 
should be able to say that such ard such ac pordiogd is not functi ning properly, 


Perhaps thé Gén,Secretary could use his om ivitiati 


is going on amt have it summarised fox A 
Question of Party mnombefs sitming the no 


eto give inform&tion as to what 
ConTerente, Sa. ,Ambridgs, Swansea, ~ The 


houlf +4 aay “ge wapieie papers of our opponents’ candidates 
should have been mentioned in the E,C, Repo rt - Branches were not mde avare of the 
way wi) Hi a matte {“ “<3; 2a on fe fc = 
way in which ‘ite mat 3 lade ar S6, The E.C%s Report should be issued to Branches 
before the call for Items for Discussion pers 


p an rf nts , > 
Amendments to Rule, Cde,K,Knieht, for 


10, 


Standing Orders Committee, agreed that this was desirable, 


Géneral Secretary, As a mémber of the Committee elected t cmnsider 
Conference procedure I would point tut that it was recommended that the General 
Secretary should collate information fot the Report and present it at Conferénce 
as the E,C's Report, but the Party did tot want this method, “It is refreshing to 
find that the delegation is at last thinking of something along these lines, It 
would be better for me to have a fréer hand to report on Committees’ wok, © Some 
Ctrmittees are not capablé @f writing a suitable report, but they do send in certain 
informition to the E,C, and this could be collated and given as a working report to 
Conferencé, “But there sedis to be some hard and fast views on this in the Farty, 
However, no new inforn&tion is being put before Conference which the Party should not 
be aWare of, Any appendices to the E,C, Report received after the given date camot 
be included But it is always possible to make time for members’ to give this infor- 
mation at Conference, We are tied to Conference resolutions and our time-table, 


The adoption of E,C, Report to Conference was agreed on the motion of Dale and Cook, 


EDUCATION 


Resolution, Westminster: "This Conference is disturbed af thé lack of Gducational 


facilities and instructs the E,0, to appoint an Education Officer 
who would endeavour amongst other things to arrange a summer 
school in or out of Iondon", 


Amendt, Carden: "Delete all after ‘Education Officer", 
Amendit , Haringey: "line 3, delete *Officer't and insert 'Committeet ", 


Cde, Smith,Westminster, Wé are concerned about the need for edu¢ational dlasses, 

particularly at the present time, It would be bétter to have an Miucation Officer 

rather than « Committee - hé could be held responsible, Cde, Lawrence, Camien We 

endorse the general sentiment that it is sad that in this field we do not achieve 

more, malnly due to lack of response fram the membership, But we do not think that a 
Committee Would be better, Tisttry over recent years shows that a Cémmittee is 

obviously not thé best way to handle this, A Committee should bé concerned with a 
subject there a nufiber of members can debate and come to decisions, but with 
education this is not necesSary, We would liké to eliminate the idea of a summer 
school: thése have served no useful purpose in the past, but there” are other methods 
of ediication, Cde,Carter, I accept responsibility ror the present Cosne ee. but 
I do not know why it should bé considered that the Committee has done notl Ze Th 
is a lot going on in this connection, Branches thémselves = Westmin ber M A, He - 
Lewitham, Hatirgey - have been Organising their own bermaraper ctivitiés, 
Haringey Bratich sée the questidn on a central basis, bringing ners Panis 

up to date and generally helping to carry out the work which 
Party. Cde,D'tArcy, Camden, Our resdolutiom ea 
up to thé ability Of the manber concerned, It is good 4 
their own’ education as far as possible but there are ¢c = 
which Bra‘nches are handicapped, Members of a Branchiiay kc 
every Braneh can produce a speaker, This needs a cer 
try and develop’at least a Speakers' class, A Conmit’ 
terms of reference laid down, The suggested syllat 
17 subjects, crises, the General Strike and other thi 
considered, It was overloaded and unWorkable, 
level where we can say we have ati economics class, 
or three stimmer™’schools, Anything moré anbditious 
proposition going to the E,C, very soon, and a sp 
in the next few weeks, 


Resolution as 


ll, 


‘ing "The Training of new manbers", (Withdrawn by Haringey) 


rade H,"eaver_ urged the use of tapes in the training of new members, The 

now first class equipment to improve the quality of our tapes, We ibe a 

ra tape recotder (5% and 7") ani 5/={ 48 a small price to pay considering the 

cost of producing them, : " 
Cdé,lawretice, We should congratiilaté the Tapes Colimittee on its efforts it 
-onnection, This is the best thing in the educational field that has happened 

Party for maxy years, 
CLIAMENTARY 
resolution; Westminster; “This Conference welcomes thé adoption of Cde,Z, Grant 
as Parliamentary candidate for Hornsey and urges other Brarches, 
wherever possible, to @&lopt a prospective Parliamentary candidate 
for the forthcoming General Hlection", 


"That the reSdlution be amended to read: ‘This 
Conference urges all Branches, wherever possible, to aopt a 
prospective Parliamentary candidate for the forthcoming Gerpral 


Election'®, 


Cde Buldwift, Parliamentary Ctt ee, lanbeth, Westminstér, Camden md Haringey are 
Closely linkéd together, Over recent years we have managed to put uptwOcandidates, 
ene in London an@ one in Glasgow or out of London, I would like to See the Party 
put forward a minimum of three Parliamentary candidates in the London area, Let us 
get away from ‘two Is the best we can do concept’, The money has always been forth- 
coming” and we have never had to use general Party funds for the purpose, — 
Cde, Vanni, GlasgoW, We aré opposed to contesting the next General Election, It is a 
waste of time, money” and” energy. The fact that people are fed up 6tc, only gives us 
a negative result, ani only a fraction of thé 6lectorate can be contacted with our 
small réseurces, The results are disheart aming for Party mombérs ami we only get 
small snippets of news about the Party, Isct us wait till we can make a real show, 
Amendment Carried 19 = 18 
As sub-Res, "25 = 11 
Central Branch Votes, One of the délegates present asked if the voting of 
Central Branch fiembers’ could be explained, 
Comrade Iawrencé, Central Branch SeG¢retary, pointed out that each Central Brarch 
manber has a voting paper, Usually only 20% bother to take part, This year there 
were 33%; For every ten members who vote, one is recomed, so that every one wte 


means ten Central Branch members, 


RESOLUTION 
Mamhester "The Revolutionary use of Parliament", 
cde, Crump, We are inadequate in the way we put over our arguments in this matter, 


There are basically two distinct lines of argument, the ‘tonstitutional't one afd the 
‘consciousness’ one, ‘The Party should put more emphasis not on thé supposition that 
the Army, Police Force etc, Would have to obéy a wrkers' Parliament for legalistic or 
constitutional reasons but on the supposition that by the time of the scclalist 
revoltition a majority of the armed forces vill be socialist like ths rest of the 
working class, Cdellardy, I think Minchester havé a valid point, ‘ve should be 
saying the kind of thing we were saying in the "S,S" in the inter-war period, What 
has been said in the "S,S" has’ been largely deteimined by the criticism we have 
received, On the whole I think that both arguments should be used, Cde Steele, 

[ agree with OCde,Crump with a few differences, The way you put the Party's case is 
determined by what you are refuting, Yo havé tend6d to fall intd thé habit of 
sometimes using phrases which stress the *constitutienalt argument instead of 
emphasising the tonscious majérity' action, “We should mke iv olear that we are not 
victims of legalistic delusions, We should not say that violence will hardly evér 
arise nor give the impression that we are pacifists, I take the view that violence 


+ 
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is certain to ariso, We do not stress sufficiently these aspects of our 
Firliamentary case which distinguishes us from the reformists, We high-light nanmps 
and personalities of our Parliaiientary candidates, We shotild draw as little 
attention as possible to our caniidates as personalities and our prospettive 
Candidates should never write theirovm manifestos, I disagree with Marchester that 
we should avoid thé argument on ‘constitution! - this is valuable and brings to the 
fore that Parliamentary power does rest with the capitalist class in Parliament: 

but I disagree with the idea that the majority of the Armed Torces will be socialist, 
We havé alweys argued that we mst take over the State moliine: there is a contra~ 
diction here, We should not let the Party's caso depend on the siggestion that 
members of the Armed Forces will be socialist, “Cde, Young,  Ode,Crump has made somo 
criticism ad qwilification of our propaganda in reference to this question but I 
have not heatd Gny new idea, I eannot see any grounds for anyone saying there is & 
contradiction in our case, Cde, D'Arcy, If you are askéd about this question on 
the Party platform we say we must have control of Parliament. Suppose the qrestion 
is that the mpitalist class my shut down Parliament, then if you have the Armed 
Borces on your side I think that violence Will not be vary much, Comradé Steele 
should give some evidence of a situation in whieh violence fiight arise in order that 
we can d6al with it, Cde,McClitchie, ~ During the 1920s and 1930s we got questions 
suggesting that Parlianiént was no use and we had to eaphasise the fact that we must 
get control of Tarliament. We should deal with things as they are, not with what may 
happen in the futuré, “Comrade Steele says he “onsiderS there will be vidlence in the 
future, My own opihion is that there will be no violence, The Party cannot conmit 
itself to either view, The Party will grow slowly at first but when people do came 

to our side they will come like an avalanche; Cde Cde, Baldwin, Is Clause 6, of the 

D, of P, correct ? Does the political machinery ‘exist to conserve the monopoly of 

the capitalist class over the means of production ? Neither Comrade Crump nor 
Comrade Steele have added anything to what thé Party has said over the years, Party 4 
literatute has always stressed the need fr understanding, “If it is suggested” . . 
Parliament may cease to exist and regional form 6f gévernment set up, what then 

These would become the centres of power functioning In the terms of Clause 6, ey om 
take control, ‘They wovld be taking over” the functions of Parliament ard the wrking 
class would still have to aim at capturing political power, “Cde, Dale, for 
Scrutiny of Forms A, Cormittee, This controversy has arisén from our report, which 
we thought was harmless, in which we stated” ‘that violence in the establishment of 
socialism vas thé most recurring disagreément, ~ The real crux of the matter iS not 
whether our opponents whe advocate violence think we place too much emphasis on the . 
‘constitutional’ aspect but that thesé people believe that socialism can be Pyare od | 
by the use of power, THis is sanething that the Part} has ola efut I Fi... 1 ' = 
that violénce will be irvolved but that socialism cannot be establishe el bY le a a | 
Cde, Himunds__—« Thee are three requisites far the establishment or cialis 
(1) t the 6 system we know as Gapitalism will havé outlived its usefy 
be a majority of the working class who will tUnde¥stand™ socialism nd wi i121 v 
(3) all those whd want socialism will~ certainly vot want a Aree wh 
lived its usefilness, I cann6t see any situ&tion which would give ri 
Manchester Brarch are 19th century revolutionary socialists — th aa 
the 20th century, 
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ITEM FOR DISCUSSION 
Ma nc hester: "Signing of nor-socialist nomi nation pense ae 


Westminster: "Ought Party members to den iataiiaes > 
opponents in ealections"? 


Cie, Phillips, Gen, Secretary , referred delegates to B.C, B 
thich.stited how this matter Tt ret arose, Cde Brad. = 


in the interests of the working class'‘to axtend d.emans: C7 — 
opportunity te throw their ideas arourd, Gde,Leslie, Min 
to get sOclalism - We are not in busines# to give support 
what signing thelr nomination papers means, We are: 
freedom of speech but we will not help them, 
aSk Marchester how they would feel if they had 
unopposed, Cde,WKod, Lewishan, “Ina Const ttn 
people, voters, and an organisation comes alc 


4A 2. OO: 


They cannot find ten people to sign so the S.P.G.B. rst help! They have the sar 
opportiinity to state their case as @ny other opponent: we do rot deny them this so 
how can members say it is a question of democracy 7 Cie,Vanni agreed with Comrade 
fele -” 100 . Ta speak ins S for hi € elf}. I think this ratter st ans fron the argument 
that anybody can Siegen ours: this is here loose thirking erds UD. ve are not 
detiying them the right to speak, Cde, xX knight, This has arisen out of the 

cont rovers yer Rule 28, [ suggest a yardstick hich the E,C. could use When non- 


° 
fiembérs are being asil®d to sign our nomination papers - would they sign ariYone 6ise's 
no paper? Ganiidatés should be asked this, Cde,Buick, The nomination paper 
doeS not Rnount to supporting their progranme, But members of the Party should not 
vapers of anybody else, andi I see no contradiction in this 

4 


ign the nomination } . 
Mambers of the TFarty who do this should justify themselves to the Party - but they 
ann + ¢ + 


Cade, lawrence drew attertion to the contradiction between allowi ng 
n Si 


t Lg@n our nominatii papers ard not allowing Party members to | . 
papers of our opponents, Cde, Steele, I agree that they are separate issues 
I take the view that we should be able to sign otirr 6pponents'’ nomination papers “put 


t 
ccept the with of the majority and I de not intem to dit, It is true that in 
articles in the "S.S" you will find statements such as we support demecracy but 


only as a means to establish socialism, We have said many times that democracyis of 
_ S 2 aa -~ , mr a } T cS 
tself of valtie to the working class, Members of the W.S.P, of U.S.A, have signed 


the nomination papers of members of the Deleonist Organisation, the Socialist labour 


Party, Cde, Ambridge, Svansea, If you take the trouble to study you Will find 
« ees + ee, eee cee ee —— ~~ a oor — oo * 

that in the beginning voting was tied up with property, Having got your candidate 

you in theory are allowed to vote for @ ine lividual ~- in fact you do not: you vote 

for a political programme Cade, Baidwin, You should not separate the pursuit of 


lemocracy from the work of socialism, Let uS recognise that sia or small political 
are our class enemies ard re-affirm no compromise, They have nevér helped us, 


Parti es 
Cae Halters Wes minster, I am surprised” to hear mémbers using an al which ean 


Only bé described as fioralistic - ary mears to an end, We do not try to prevent our 
Op] Ss from speeking: neither do we support them, It is out of keeping with the 
interests of the Party that non-members should sign our nomination papers with 
permission from the E,C, and we should not therefore sign our opponents’, 

Cde.DtArcy, ThiS business Ras started because of te view that nomination 
apers do not matter, nor who Sign them, We cannot convinte them so we will takes 

he ir patronage! I do not wart that kind of +s Ma rches ter seem to vart to 
show how liberal we are, But we are propagardi: We exténd the courtesy to our 
opponents of allowing them our platform, but thare 1% nothing democratic aout this ~ 
it is to have a chance to démolish Sen Whén our opponents already have every: .~u 
natural right should we grart then @mother one ? 

ITEM FOR DISCUSSION 
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Wes tui usre ho are the Capitalist Class in Russia? 


Glasgow, Cofirade Buick has indic&ted that the ruling dass in Russia get their 
pong. es value not in the form of rent, interest ard profit but in the fom of inflated 
laries ari premiums, Glasgow do not agree, There are menbers of the adminis- 
- rama ja clique in Britain, America and Framce who draw precisely ths sare form of 
4{nflated salaries, ~All it means is that some fiembers of the wrkineg dlass receive 
higher sal aries ‘th on others, “We think that since it has been established that Bussia 
does have commodity production the vast majority of wrkers wrk for wages vhic 
represent aa small fraction of the Values produced, Because of this ami beGaise of 
the dearth of information to the ontrary we t&ke the view for the tims being at any 
> that we mst accept that we do not know enough about Russia to conclude that this 
a £ lass in Russia Graws its surplus value it pretisely the sanp way as 
elsewhere, Cde Leslie, BAinburgh h, What Is the définition of a capitalist dass ? 
In Russia you have the Situation where mamagers and menbers of goverrment bodies can 
gain control of the means of production am distY¥ibutier, “It is not @ parallel 
situation wth this eountry. In Russia a certain stare can be reached itt mara gement 
where they can dictate thelr own salaries, There is’ a difference between the Stviet 
system and our system, Cde, Hardy, last year Confereme passed a res dution 


— 2 ees 
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that the ming class in Russia is a capitalist class in that they perform the 
gy ome as in the rest of the capitalist world,” whén this was discusSed on 
the E.C, it became clear“that this resdlution was being interpréted differently by 
Party members, ‘The essence of the difference is this, ‘hat Manchester is saying is 
that thd ruling diss are a capitalist class becaiise they are performing 4 certain 
function, Sxtratting surplus value from the wridng dass but specifically that” they 
tre not consuming surplus value, In Russia the ruling class 18 performing a function - 
rot appropriating su¥plus value but providing the conditions under which capital in 
Russia is accwmlating, nm 
The S,S, Production Cofinittee, hovfever, in réply to Glasgow Bratich, had written 
hat a capitalist is sofieone who is in a position to appropriate, in one wey or 
another, "some 6f the unpaid labour of the working class”, You Will see that this 
was not what Matchestér Branch meant when moéving thelr reSdlution, They stressed 
hat the Russian ruling class were performing the function of accummlating @pital 
even if they were leading abstemious lives, I would say that historiéally once 
people get intd positions of piwer they seek to accumulate property and become 
wealthy. 7 


Also in Russia 25% Of industry is in private hands and it is possible that the 
same tendency will go on there, 


Cde,Dtércy, To identify a capitalist class is not as simple as it appears to be, 
What function does a capitalist Glass pérform ? The Capitalist class are an <- 8 ¢« 
economic group in society with united interests reflecting themselves in the owner 
ship of the méans of production, From the point of view of the resolution passed last 
year, thé point I tals exception to is that no-one disputés that capitalism exists in 
Ruscia arn that there is a priviléged Section of pedple in Russia, but do the 
privileges themselves amount to an economic position which would qualify them as 
members of the capitalist class ? Is the ruling class a governiiig body ? There is 
capitalism, and we are agreed that there aré capitalists, but when we come to the 
proposition stated in the resdlution that the ruling class "stands in the same 
relationship to the meéirs of production......." I take exception to it, In my view 
the capitalist class in Russia in an embryonic class, If it was on the s&me badis as 
capitalism hers they wculd have developed the same rélations of production as here 
and the same ideas - there would dé rént, interest and profit, Thése things are not 
there, The anount of appropriation in Russia is very marginal, rent is Minicipal: 
there is no private rent, no State Bénds —- these have been &bolished,~ Interest is ; 
gained through the national equivalent oi: the National Savings movement here, 4%, | . 
Nowhere near what could be regarded as an average rate of profit, This is the key, ie 
You mist produce evidence to‘show that there is an average rate of profit, that the i 
social capital i8 tosteé in the hands of a minority, If tho social capital is owned | 
by the State then the monopoly of the surplus value will be appropriated by the State, 
The capitalist mode of production is not simply a mode of production = ee @ proce 3S 
of acctimlation, You should be able to create more capital, It a meats th: a 
inalienable right of thesé people to have the legal right to employ the energies of 
the mass of the population, No group in Russia has this legél right. YW 
capitalist class that™cannot produce commodities and enter into a free maz 
these things are absént then yéu have not Feached the stage where 
commodity haS come into its own, Things in Russia are moving fe St 
general decerntralisatitn, but to try to prove 4 managerial revolutis 
the board, “The Marxian baSic theovy is that the value of a commo i 
by the anotint of socially necessary labour required for its produ 
whole busitiess is turjied upside dotm, ‘There is no export trade, ~ 
production - producing withdut cotisideration of the conditions o: 
are trying to bring Russia Into line wth modern conditions - they 
capital, There is no evidence that there is a capitalist class 
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Items referred to Autumn Delegate Meeting: 


Swansea; ‘Shall the Party fublish official statements to the 
proposed_by any union.or association of workers whi 


Marc hester; "Down with Utopiansism", 
MB nc hest er: "E,C's policy statement on reforms", 


(not dealt with owing to lack of time), 
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